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they are of immense importance in national eco-
nomy and national defence. The skilled hands
of millions of village workers made great contri-
butions to the Indian war effort. In reviving
cottage industries Gandhiji has therefore shown
great far-sightedness and wisdom. Frances Gun-
ther, who has an intimate and personal knowledge
of India, writes:

"In the quarter-century between World Wars
I and II, while fervid Indian nationalists urged
complete Indian industrialization, and the
British Government continued to stress taw
materials, Gandhi preached the growth of
cottage industries for the villages, as a middle
ground between the evils of feudal agricultur-
alism and modern over-mechanization. What
Gandhi preached, India practised. Much
of our United Nations equipment from
Indian cottages is the fruit of his teaching.
Gandhi, whom many termed a reactionary
dreamer, has, in the event, proved to be a
practical realist/*1

Then again, India may spread out her indus-
tries and distribute the new   factories over -the

1 Frances Gunther, devolution in India) p. 98.